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James Meredith’s ‘best day’
RABRIA MOORE

thedmnews@gmail.com

The University of Mississippi
held a ceremony to commemorate
60 years of integration on Sept. 28
in the Gertrude C. Ford Center for
the Performing Arts. “The Mission Continues: Building Upon
the Legacy” recognized James
Meredith for his acts of bravery
as the first African American to
enroll at the university in 1962.
“In my opinion, this is the best
day I ever lived,” Meredith said.
During the ceremony, Meredith introduced the audience to
the James Meredith Bible Society
and how he hopes to raise money for the project. In his eyes,
learning about God and the Bible
will help us all better ourselves.
“If we don’t start talking about
the Bible and moral character,
we’re in deep trouble,” he said.
Another big talking point
for Meredith: the Black woman. According to Meredith,
Mississippi needs the Black
woman to successfully operate.
“Nothing in Mississippi can operate without the Black woman, no
bank, no grocery store, no restaurant, no public school, no church,”
Meredith said. “There’s nothing in
Mississippi that God, Jesus Christ
and the Black woman cannot fix.”
Praise for Meredith and his
actions in 1962 echoed throughout the Ford Center, with appearances from many notable

guests, including at least one
U.S. Marshal who protected
Meredith during the integration.
Donald Cole, UM assistant
provost and assistant to the
chancellor for multicultural affairs, introduced Meredith, expressing how Meredith was able
to “open the doors to a closed
society” and make education at
the university accessible to the
thousands of Black students that
would follow in his footsteps.
“He helped us to become a
great American public university, and it’s not uncommon today to see James wearing his
Ole Miss cap, as he’s still proud
of his alma mater,” Cole said.
Dean of the Sally McDonnell
Barksdale Honors College Ethel
Young Scurlock spoke about her
quest to understand Meredith’s
struggle to integrate the university, coming to the conclusion that
she’d never actually understand.
“As I dug into this history trying to understand the walk that
Meredith walked and what it
felt like to sit where he sat, it became incandescently clear to me
that I will never understand the
multilayered battle that James
Meredith had to fight publicly
and privately to open the doors
of this institution,” Scurlock said.
She recognizes that this fight
was much more difficult than most
people will ever be able to fathom.
“Meredith’s fight was much
more complex than anything
we can capture on a bronze

statue with the words courage, knowledge, opportunity
and perseverance,” she said.
Discussing Meredith being
shot as he marched along U.S.
Highway 51 in 1966 to call attention to voter discrimination,
Scurlock spoke about how the
many Black faculty, staff and
students at the university understand their assignment to make
this university more accessible
to Black students in the future.
“Mr. Meredith, I was not yet
alive when you integrated the
University of Mississippi. I was
not yet born when you marched
against fear. I was not there to
help you out of the gravel of Highway 51,” Scurlock said. “But Mr.
Meredith, I am here today. I am
the unborn baby that you were
willing to go to war for. And I
am now a grown woman, one of
those Christian, over the age of 30
Black women standing with you —
grounding in this gravel, this grit,
this ground we call Mississippi.”
A multitude of honors were
given to Meredith during the
ceremony. He was named an
honorary Deputy U.S. Marshal.
The City of Oxford declared
Oct. 1 as James Meredith Day.
The College of Liberal Arts
announced the creation of the
James Meredith Changemaker
Award. The Black Faculty and
Staff Organization and the Black
Student Union presented Meredith with awards. The Associated
Student Body, BSU and the Grad-
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James Meredith speaks at “The Mission Continues: Building Upon the
Legacy” event hosted by the Ford Center on Sept. 28.
uate Student Council led an effort
to present Letters to Meredith,
a book that included nearly 100
letters from university students.
The establishment of the
James Meredith Speaker Series,
the James H. Meredith Legacy Scholarship and the James
H. Meredith Legacy Award by
the university were announced.
The university also presented
Meredith with the University of
Mississippi Humanitarian Award,
a distinguished award that has
only been given four times in over

two decades, according to Chancellor Glenn Boyce. The university
also pledged a monetary award for
the James Meredith Bible Society.
“This award recognizes and
celebrates remarkable individuals
whose extraordinary leadership
and advocacy have withstood the
test of time,” Boyce said. “Throughout this marvelous evening, one
thing is clear: James Meredith’s
legacy will continue to shape our
university, the state of Mississippi and this country forever.”

Sixty years of integration: a historical reflection

J.R. MULLIGAN

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

In the ellipse between the Lyceum and the J.D. Williams Library, there is a statue of a man
walking purposefully through an
archway of courage, commemorating James Meredith, the first
African-American student to attend the University of Mississippi.
Much like the event it pays
tribute to, the memorial of this
historical event has seen its fair
share of controversy as well.
The statue has been the target
of racist vandalism attempts, including an incident in which a
(now former) Ole Miss student
defaced the statue with a noose.
Attempts of vandalism such
as these, as well as others such as
the three Ole Miss students who
posed with firearms and vandalized a sign that commemorated
lynching victim Emmet Till outside Glendora, Miss., serve as
an important reminder to reflect
upon the history of racial tension
at our school to better understand
how it affects students today.
The dialogue regarding integration starts with the benchmark
Brown v. Board of Education
case, in which the United States
Supreme Court ruled that segregated schools were not up to the
same standard for Black students
as they were for white students,
a violation of the Equal Protection Clause in the Fourteenth
Amendment of the Constitution.
As a result, a national conversation regarding the integration
of schools from the elementary
level to the collegiate level began, and nowhere was it met

with more hostility than in the
Deep South. Aside from the famous Little Rock Nine incident,
in which President Dwight D.
Eisenhower had to deploy federal troops to facilitate the integration of a high school in Little
Rock, Ark., riots broke out at the
University of Georgia in 1961 and
students at the University of Alabama faced resistance from Gov.
George Wallace himself in 1963.
With integration in the South
drawing national attention, the
University of Mississippi also
began to draw attention regarding the admission of a Black
student by the name of James
Meredith. Meredith, a veteran of
the United States Air Force, had
repeatedly applied to the university, only to be rejected as a
result of racist academic policies.
Eventually, through his perHG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
sistence and with the help of the
National Association for the Ad- The statue of James Meredith on the campus of the University of Mississippi stands between the Lyceum and
vancement of Colored People, he
the J.D. Williams Library.
was admitted to the university.
Despite the legal assistance behind him, Meredith’s enrollment
sparked incendiary controversy. Oxford was stoked by a speech changing gunfire with the troops. 10 months to keep the peace.
The riot lasted throughout the
A backroom deal between U.S. delivered by Barnett during halfToday, along with the symbolAttorney General Robert Kenne- time of the Ole Miss-Kentucky night, with sparring and tear gas ic bullet hole that still marks the
dy and Mississippi Gov. Ross Bar- football game on Sept. 29, 1962, deployed outside the Lyceum and Lyceum, memorial plaques are
nett was proposed to have Barnett in Jackson demanding action with a bullet hole still marking placed around the campus to comphysically block Meredith until be taken on campus by the stu- its door frame to this day. By the memorate integration and the
federal marshals pulled their fire- dents, all while federal troops time President Kennedy called in riot, including a bench honoring
arms, so as to save face with his further amassed on campus. additional troops, more than 300 Paul Guihard outside the School
Around 7:30 p.m. on Sun- were injured and two men were of Journalism and New Media.
white supremacist voter base,
but it was ultimately scrapped. day, Sept. 30, 1962, as Meredith killed. One, Paul Guihard, was a
Today, Ole Miss remains a
Bickering between the state was being escorted by 500 fed- French journalist sent to cover the predominantly white institution,
and federal government inflamed eral marshals to move into his integration. He is the only known with 75% of the student body bethe outrage many whites already dormitory, skirmishes began to journalist to have been killed ing white. However, without the
felt about Meredith’s admission break out across campus. Partial- during the civil rights movement. courage of men like Meredith,
Meredith
attended
his the school would be a very difto the university. Despite the ini- ly spurred on by former Maj. Gen.
tial plan that Barnett proposed Edwin Walker, who was later first class at the university on ferent place. The legacy of these
being scrapped to prevent vio- held on insurrection charges, the Oct. 1., and federal troops re- events must be remembered.
lence, the mob that formed in mob turned vicious at 9 p.m., ex- mained in Oxford for nearly
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Oxford honors a timeless legacy
CAROLINE BEACH

thedmnews@gmail.com

On Oct. 1, 1962, James
Howard Meredith etched his
story in history by becoming
the first African-American
student to enroll in the University of Mississippi. Now,
60 years later, the City of Oxford is honoring his legacy
with a resolution that declares
Oct. 1 James Meredith Day.
The resolution was passed
in a Board of Aldermen meeting on Sept. 20. It pays homage to the path Meredith paved
for inclusivity at the university by “officially recognizing

and memorializing the day
in 1962 when James Meredith became the first African
American student to attend
the University of Mississippi.”
Born on June 25, 1933,
in Kosciusko, Miss., Meredith was raised on his family’s
farm before he began his academic journey at Gibbs High
School in St. Petersburg, Fla.
After graduating in 1951, Meredith enlisted and served in the
U.S. Air Force for nine years.
He returned home after
serving his country and attended Jackson State College from
1960 to 1961. He applied for
admission to the University of

Mississippi in January 1961.
The state of Mississippi
pushed back against Meredith, sending a telegram that
denied his admission, which
prompted Meredith to file a
lawsuit alleging racial discrimination against the university
with the help of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. Meredith took the university to
court and finally, on Sept. 10,
1962, the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that Meredith be allowed to enroll as a student.
Riots incited by a segregationist mob broke out on campus the evening of Sept. 30,

1962, resulting in two deaths,
206 injuries and 200 arrests.
Despite the retaliation,
Meredith registered for classes the following day, Oct. 1,
1962, and began his academic
journey that would take him
all the way to earning a LL.B.
from Columbia Law School in
1968. Meredith would go on to
establish a legacy of activism
and inclusivity that would impact subsequent generations.
Under
the
proclamation of the City of Oxford,
Oct. 1 will stand as an annual testament to the activist who changed the course
of the university’s history.

“James Howard Meredith –
a bold and compassionate civil
rights activist, businessman,
politician, author, changemaker, fearless leader, trailblazer
and visionary – has forever
left his mark on the University of Mississippi and the City
of Oxford, Mississippi leaving
a legacy of inspiring others
to dream big, never give up
and fight for their individual
rights,” the resolution stated.
Alderman Kesha Howell
Atkinson read the resolution
to the public at the Gertrude
C. Ford Center on Sept. 28 as
a part of the 60th anniversary of Meredith’s integration.

Students contemplate past and progress
60 years later

UM students (left to right) Evelyn Osorio, Ethan Miller, Dasana Trammell, Jake Vineyard and Jan’nice Thomas as they are interviewed on campus.

VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

As September begins to
bleed into October, and the dog
days of summer bid us adieu,
the University of Mississippi’s 178th year as Mississippi’s
flagship institution of higher learning is well underway.
With robots putting about
and a sleek new science building
rising above the university’s skyline, it can be difficult to walk this
campus and think of anything
but the future. But this year, we
stand face to face with our past.
On Sept. 11, 1962, James H.
Meredith sent a letter to Robert Ellis, registrar at the University of Mississippi. It read:
“I plan to enroll in Sep.
tember.
Please advise when
e to report for registration.”
The Western-Union telee
gram
was short, but resolute.
Days
later, Meredith would
e
enroll
at the University of
g
Mississippi.
This moment is
l
regarded
as
one of the most
.
violent
but
also
one of the
a
most
important
milestones
in
,
- American Civil Rights history.
This month, we celebrate 60
e
years
since Meredith launched
,
Ole
Miss
into a new era.
Decades later, it’s difficult
e
. to imagine such chaos ensuing
over anyone wishing to attend

the University of Mississippi.
The school flourishes, with people of all colors, backgrounds
and experiences pouring onto
the campus every year. The
progress that has been made is
remarkable … but is it enough?
Here’s what a cross section of University of Mississippi students had to say.
“It’s been 60 years?” freshman
integrated
marketing
communications major Evelyn Osorio asked. “I feel like it
should have happened a long
time ago. But I’m glad that
we’re at the point where everyone is accepted and can be
together in the same place.”
Osorio is not the only student who expressed shock at the
relatively short amount of time
that has passed between the first
Black student attending this university and where we are today.
“I feel like it should have
happened sooner. Sixty years is
a big number but like 100 years,
150 years would’ve been better.
But I’m glad that it happened
because without him (Meredith), I probably wouldn’t be
here either,” freshman economics major Ethan Miller said.
Like many students at this
university, Miller is a legacy
student. For him, progress is
quite tangible — his grandparents went to Ole Miss “a
long time ago.” Comparing

their story to his own, it’s
clear that a lot has changed.
“Looking around, there’s
not quite an equal distribution
of people here — there could
be more diversity. But I definitely feel like it has gotten
better since my grandparents
came here,” he said. “There
used to be a lot more segregation. They (his grandparents)
described it as whatever color
you were, that’s who you hung
out with. It’s not like that now,
but there’s still kind of that
same vibe with frats and stuff.”
Dasana Trammell, a senior
exercise science major, said that
the freedoms Black students
enjoy because of Meredith’s actions in 1962 are what makes
this milestone so important.
“I think it’s kind of crazy because we go through our
everyday life, and it’s normal
for us to be integrated, and we
don’t have a second thought
about it,” she said. “But 60
years ago, it wasn’t like that
and that’s just something super important to remember.”
Despite
the
progress
that has been made, Trammell sees a need for more.
“I think there’s definitely
more (progress) to be made.
Looking around campus, it’s
not even or equally mixed. The
campus is still predominantly white. I would say we have

a way to go, still,” she said.
Sixty years is hardly a lifetime — if you were born the
day James Meredith stepped
foot on the University of Mississippi’s campus for the first
time, you would still be younger than our current president.
Some students, such as Keschawn “Key” Edwards, find this
fact alone to be remarkable.
“They’ve made a lot of progress from what I can tell. Mississippi used to be the richest state for like slavery and
stuff like that, so for it to have
changed this much in 60 years
is really good progress,” he said.
In terms of progress moving
forward, Edwards is comfortable with where the university is.
“In my two years that I’ve
been here, I’ve loved it. I haven’t
had a problem with any racial
interactions — nothing of the
sort. The teachers are fair in everything that they do,” he said.
“Everyone has a fair chance of
doing what they want, so if you
don’t do something, it isn’t because of your race. It’s because
you just didn’t do it. There’s
always room for improvement,
but right now, I think it’s good.”
For some students who see
issues with the way things are
on campus currently, the issue
lies in the decisions of our past.
“We’ve obviously made progress, but there are still things …

VIOLET JIRA / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

they’re just deep down and so
firmly rooted that I think are still
wrong,” freshman business major Jake Vineyard said. “There
are still things that are viewed
as maybe wrong or bad that are
just regular, everyday normal
things that are only viewed that
way because of certain things
that were set up so long ago.
We just have to continue to
make progress and stay aware.”
Jan’nice
Thomas
expressed that she would like
to see more spaces for Black
students on campus. But on
the question of progress moving forward, Thomas sees
the answer as cut and dry.
“There’s always more progress to be made. Always. The
fight … it’ll never end,” she said.
No matter what you see
the path forward as, we can
all agree on this: The only
thing that separates us from
the ghosts of our past and the
promises of our future is time.
We celebrate anniversaries
not because it’s another year
around the sun and not simply
just to remember where we’ve
been, but to figure out where
we want to go. To gaze into the
future. See what change we wish
to make. What progress we want
to achieve on behalf of ourselves
and everyone who steps foot on
this campus in the years after us.
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Editor dodges bullets to publish The Mississippian

VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

other university leaders to figure out ways to keep the peace.
“Jan Humber, who was my
managing editor at that point,
was the one assigned to cover
the news angle of what was
happening. I met with some
student leaders in what was
then the student union building, which was near the Lyceum. We were trying to figure
out ways to keep calm in the
university — part of that was
to have a special issue of The
Mississippian,” she said.
The meeting was broken
up when the U.S. Marshals
started firing tear gas to
dispel the mob of protesters
that had gathered nearby.
Brower Mitchell describes
almost being hit by a Molotov cocktail on her way
to the journalism building
to write the editorial and
publish the special issue.
“Remember — in those
days as a female, I had to
be back in my sorority
house or a dormitory by
11 p.m., so I had not just a
deadline, but a timeline,”
Brower Mitchell said.
As part of the special
issue, Brower Mitchell penned an editorial titled “Violence will
not help” that would
earn her a nomination
for a Pulitzer Prize
— despite receiving
condemnation
from
many for her words.
“I was basically saying, ‘Don’t riot
boys,’ because this
was a battle that had
been fought 100 years
ago, and the United
States won. So don’t
fight it over again.
Plus, it was so political on a federal level
and on a state level.
And we were there
to get an education
— as a university, people should be able to say
what they wanted and associate
with who they wanted without
fear of retribution,” she said.
Despite
the
controversy
that ensued, Brower Mitchell
and the rest of The Mississippi-

There is perhaps no greater test of skill and perseverance than trial by fire.
Most students who come to
college with a career in mind
use these four years to dip their
toes in the water, doing whatever they can to get an idea of
what their work will look like in
the years after they graduate.
Students on the pre-med
track shadow doctors in the
area. It’s difficult to find a public policy leadership major who
isn’t part of the school’s student-governing
organization,
the Associated Student Body.
And students in the School of
Journalism and New Media
usually find themselves working in the student media center.
By nature, journalism is
preparing content to be broadcast. For more than a century,
the University of Mississippi’s independent student-run
newspaper, The Daily Mississippian (formerly The Mississippian), has published student
content to be read by the masses.
While the majority of these
stories only have significance
within the sphere of the university, there are moments when what
is happening on UM’s campus has
impact and importance far beyond the walls of this university.
There is no better example of this
than The Mississippian’s coverage of the 1962 integration riots.
Sidna
Brower
Mitchell
had just stepped into the editor-in-chief position in the fall of
1962, and in the beginning, her
chief concern was keeping The
Mississippian financially viable.
“I had been told that I had to
get the newspaper in the black,
or we’d have to go back to being a weekly paper. So we were
really concerned with getting
the advertisement circulation
up,” she said recently to the DM.
As the weeks drew on, it was
clear — at least in hindsight —
an staff cemented their role in
that what had been brewing for
the integration of the universithe better part of a year was about
ty on the right side of history.
to boil over into a catastrophe.
In a letter to Brower Mitchell
“We knew that there was talk
dated
January 24, 1963, Chanover the summer about a Black
man entering the university.
The administration, once school
started, would have almost daily
briefings on whether James Meredith was going to be enrolled
or whether the governor or the
lieutenant governor had pushed
back,” Brower Mitchell said.
But at the time, Brower Mitchell described the student body
as being more concerned with
other university happenings.
“There would be students who
would gather outside the Lyceum
to wait and hear what was happening, but I think for the most
part, you know — it was right
after rush. We had a No. 1 football team in those days. I think
for most students, that’s what
was on their mind,” she said.
When it became obvious that
neither the university nor the
state’s government could stand in
the way of integration any longer,
reporters from across the world
PHOTO COURTESY: HOTTYTODDY.COM.
flooded into Oxford where it was
clear that a pivotal moment in Sidna Brower (later Mitchell) was the editor of The Mississippian in
civil rights history — and histo1962.
ry overall — was taking place. As
chaos began to descend, Brower
Mitchell describes meeting with
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cellor J.D. Williams praised The
Mississippian’s stellar coverage.
“I am sure few editors of a
college newspaper have ever
had a year of news to cover as

you have,” he said. “You have
done an outstanding job and
have brought worthwhile recognition to the university.”
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Black community embraces integration week
BRE’ANNA COLEMAN

thedmopinion@gmail.com

The 60th anniversary of
the integration of the University of Mississippi by James
Meredith has sent the campus
into a frenzy as faculty and
students prepare for both this
major event and homecoming.
On Oct. 1, 1962, James
Meredith paved the way for
many of the African-American students that now attend
the University of Mississippi.
Events such as “ Letters
to Mr. Meredith” were organized by the Black Student
Union, Associated Student
Body and Graduate Student
Council. It gave students an
opportunity to voice their
gratitude for the courageous choice Meredith made.
Senior multi-disciplinary
studies major Te’Keyra Shelton said, “I feel like the events

are good. I thought writing
a letter to James Meredith
was especially nice. The panel for students to talk about
the media coverage seems
like something interesting for
people interested in sociology, history and journalism.”
In preparation for this
week, the Black societies on
Ole Miss campus all have
different plans and responses to the events planned.
Integration week cannot
be
discussed
without including the NAACP,
whose UM chapter is currently led by Meghan Curry.
“I am super ecstatic and
beyond blessed to be able to
take on such a fulfilling role.
This upcoming school year is
very pivotal for the organization. It is a year filled with
social reforms as they will be
on the ballot and a year full of
honoring the legacy of James
Meredith who paved the way
for myself and many other African American students on

this campus,” Curry said. “Racial relations still need a lot
of work on this campus and
progress in achieving equity
for all marginalized minorities here are needed. We are
ready and more than willing
to put in the work to achieve
that. Let’s work, Let’s serve.”
The Black Student Union
was created for minority students to come together and
feel embraced, and President Dee Harris leads the
organization into 15 organized events this semester.
James Meredith graduated
from the University of Mississippi in 1963 with a degree
in political science. Senior
public policy leadership major Shaddia Lee is the president of Blacks In Political
Studies, which was recently
founded at the university to
help minorities navigate political science, public policy
and other policy related majors. It provides minorities
with resources, guidance and

networking
opportunities.
Lee said, “ In 1962, James
Meredith made a big change
on campus and I believe it
should be honored and respected. As students, we need
to know our history and its importance. Regardless of race
or ethnicity, this is something
that changed the dynamics
of the school and history. After all, the resources here are
amazing and the opportunities
are life changing. Integration
week is so important and I
hope it continues on campus.”
The Black Fashion Society
promotes creativity, confidence and the unity of Black
students. President Caroline
Sanders assured that the organization will make an appearance for integration week,
including a tabling event to enliven the student union plaza.
“The Black Fashion Society’s main goal is to reach
out to the black community of Ole Miss and promote
unity. We should be able to

come together, look nice together and celebrate with
each other,” Sanders said.
Even with the week full
of packed events, some students feel a little uneasy
about the integration week.
“They are all good ways
to honor him and his legacy, but they aren’t appealing for the students since we
are already so busy. It seems
like more events are for an
audience of alumni and faculty. I feel like it isn’t really
the fault necessarily of the
school though,” Shelton said.
With midterms around the
corner and homecoming at
our heels, many students feel
overwhelmed as they struggle
to balance everything. Others may be overwhelmed by
the focus on their blackness.
“Some Black students are
not itching to hear about racism. For some, it may cause
more stress and anger for an
hour and half,” Shelton said.

• Former Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
• Practiced at his privately owned law firm for 45 consecutive years - located at
the same place, being the Oxford Square, Downtown, Oxford, Mississippi.
• Taught the Mississippi DUI Law and 5 different Criminal Law and Criminal
Procedure courses each and every semester at the University of Mississippi
for 29 consecutive years.
• A member of the Chancellor’s Trust at the University of Mississippi since
1981.
• Former Municipal Prosecutor for the City of Oxford, Mississippi for over 6
years.
• Former Municipal Court Judge for the City of Oxford, Mississippi for 8
years.
• Former Vice President and President of the Lafayette County Bar
Association; member of the Mississippi Bar Association, etc.
• Appointed by the Mississippi State Bar to the Mississippi Commission on
Attorney Ethics and Attorney Violations of the Canon of Ethics and All
Mandatory Rules concerning the Practice of Law. Occupied the positions of
Vice Chairman and Chairman and served for 18 years.
• A Founding Member of the National College for DUI Defense conducted at
Harvard Law School.
• Selected as one of the Top 50 DUI Attorneys in Mississippi by the National
Advocacy for DUI Defense.
• Selected as one of the Top 10 Best Attorneys of Mississippi in for Client
Satisfaction Award by the American Institute of DUI/DWI Attorneys.
• Selected as one of the Top 100 Trial Lawyers by the National Trial Lawyers
Organization.
• Recipient of the DISTINGUISHED AWARD OF MERIT for 1989 from
the Mississippi State Bar given to one Attorney in the State each year for
outstanding contributions to the practice of law.
• Voted “Best Attorney in Oxford, Mississippi” in the Grove’s Choice Awards.
• Member of the American Association of Premier DUI Attorneys
• Member of the National League of Renowned Attorneys - Top 1%
• Awarded the United States Congressional Medal of Distinction by RNCC.
• Member of the American Jurist Institute - Top 10 DUI/DWI Attorney for
Mississippi
• Member of the American Society of Legal Advocates - Top 100 Criminal
Defense Lawyers in the State of Mississippi
• Selected by the Attorney and Practice Magazine as one of Mississippi’s Top
10 Attorneys, et cetera.
Listing of these previously mentioned areas of practice does not indicate any certification of expertise therein.

need more news?

Visit thedmonline.com for breaking news
on Oxford and the Ole Miss campus

While you’re there, sign up for The Morning Briefing, our newsletter with the top news of the day.
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African
American
Firsts
Lorem ipsum

James Meredith enrolls
at the University of
Mississippi, becoming
the first African
American to join the
student body
at the university.

1962

Lucius Williams becomes the first
African American to serve as an
administrator at the university. He
serves as assistant to the vice
chancellor for academic affairs
for 14 years.

1976

Black students rally for equal civil
liberties at Fulton Chapel,
presenting the university with 27
demands. This protest results in the
arrests of 89 people. Eight of those
people — Donald Ray Cole, John
Donald, Theron Evans Jr., Paul D.
Jackson, Linnie Liggins, Kenneth
Mayfield, lva Ruth Peyton and
Henriese Roberts -are suspended
from the university.

1970

1973
1968
The first African
American females — Joyce
Watson, Laura Croft
Jordan, Eunice Burt, Alice
Hillard Buford, Nola
McKee Leggett and Verna
Bailey — graduate from
the university.

Ben Williams becomes the first Black
player at the university to earn All-SEC
honors. He also is the first African
American elected as Colonel Rebel, now
known as Mr. Ole Miss. In 1976, he
becomes the first Black athlete from the
university to play in the National Football
League. In 1997, he becomes the first
African American from the university to
be inducted into the Mississippi Sports
Hall of Fame.

1976
Peggie Gillom is the first African
American female basketball player at
the University of Mississippi. She
also is the first Black female player
from the university to be selected to
an All-American team.
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Damon Moore becomes the first
African American and 23rd
student from the university to be
named a Rhodes Scholar.

1986

Debbie McCain is the first
African American crowned
Most Beautiful.

1996
Kimbrely Dandridge becomes the
first African American woman to
serve as president for the
Associated Student Body. Courtney
Roxanne Pearson also becomes the
first African American
homecoming queen.

2012

2000

1987
Jennifer Gillom is the first African
American female selected as SEC
Female Athlete of the Year. In 1998, she
becomes the first African American
female student to be selected to play on
the U.S. Olympic team, where she wins
her fourth career gold medal.

Nic Lott is the first African
American to serve as
president for the
Associated Student Body.

2019
Arielle Hudson becomes the
first African-American woman
and 27th university student to
be named a Rhodes Scholar. In
that same year, Carl Tart
becomes the first African
Amercian homecoming king
at the university.
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After James Meredith: the students who
KHARLEY REDMON

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

As a young woman with
roots in the nearby cities of Holly Springs and Memphis, it was
an easy choice when it came
time for Nichelle Robinson to
choose where to attend college.
Robinson’s parents graduated from Ole Miss, and
that’s where she would go, too.
As a campus resident assistant,
part of the Honors Society and a
sophomore leader for the chancellor’s leadership class, Robinson
proudly spoke of her alma mater
and extended that pride to the bigger changes happening on UM’s
campus during her undergraduate tenure from 1987 to 1991.
Those changes started in 1982.
In 1982, UM’s first African
American cheerleader, John Hawkins, refused to carry the Confederate flag that was a long-standing
symbol at Ole Miss athletic events.
Four years later, the Confederate flag was replaced at games
by a blue flag with a capital M.
Hawkins played an important
role at UM and left a legacy. While
Robinson might remember his
name, there are many students
who have never heard of him.
Like Hawkins, there are countless African American students
who over the years have pushed for
change and advancement on campus and whose names are often lost
to the archives and history books.
Robinson, who went on
to graduate with her Master’s of Education and Ed.D.
from UM, noted that loss.
“There was always a remembrance of James Meredith,”
Robinson said. “But I will be
honest in saying that I was not
introduced to the other students
(who came after James Meredith) until my time on campus as
faculty and being the diversity officer in the school of education.”
Integration at the University
of Mississippi may have started
with James Meredith, but the
fight for an open society has been
in the hands of many other African American students whose
names deserve to be remembered
and stories deserve to be told.

Donald Cole
Donald Cole is one of those
students. Although he is well
known on campus for his many
years of service as a professor,
mentor and assistant to the
chancellor for multicultural affairs, some might not know his
full history with the university.
Before returning to complete
his Ph.D. in Mathematics, Cole
attended the university as an undergraduate from 1969 to 1970,
but his experience was cut short.
Cole was one of the African
American students who built a
community among themselves,
sharing almost every meal together.
“We were all uncomfortable,
and so we quickly found comfort in others,” Cole said. “We all
expressed concerns about the
university to one another, and
we would debrief daily about the
incidents that would happen and
take place. Everything from physical incidents to harassment.”
Eventually,
the
group
gave themselves a name.

After its official incorporation
on March 25, 1969, the Black Student Union hosted a series of protests, many of which were during
Black History Month in 1970.
Among the first was a cafeteria sit-in on Feb. 24, 1970,
in the student dining hall
where each member of BSU
took over a separate table.
Prior to the Feb. 24 protest,
BSU had presented the administration with a list of 27 demands.
“To get a faculty of color at
the university,” Cole recounted.
“To get a person of color to be in
athletics on the football team and
the basketball team. To get the
university to disassociate with
the symbols that people threw
in our face as a way to tell us
that we were not welcome here.”
After the demands for the
administration and the sit-in,
BSU gathered on Feb. 25 to protest at an Up with People performance in Fulton Chapel.
After BSU entered the event,
took over the stage and exited, they were met by highway
patrolmen who arrested 89
students. Eight were eventually expelled, including Cole.
In the aftermath, Cole recalled being devastated and
worried about disappointing his
family and church community
who had supported him despite
having grave concerns about
him attending the university.
Cole eventually returned to
UM for his Ph.D. after completing his undergraduate degree at
Tougaloo College, which reached
out after learning about the students’ plight and offered them
admission, and masters degrees
from State University of New York
and the University of Michigan.
In 2020, five of the eight
students who were expelled
from the university were invited back for two days during the
50th anniversary of the event
to share their experiences.

Patricia Brassel
Another student at UM during
the time that Cole was an undergraduate was Patricia Brassel, who
went on to become the first African
American music education graduate and a long-time music teacher.
After the protests, Brassel recalled that a second group met to
try and figure out how to get their
friends and classmates out of jail.
“I remember walking by the
sheriff who was on his way to arrest the rest of friends who were
simply trying to figure out a way to
get the others out of jail,” Brassel
said. “That was very disheartening
for us. I have some friends who,
one in particular, would just not
come back to this campus because
she has no love for the place.”
Aside from the 1970 protests, Brassel has her own story
about coming to UM. An Oxford native and part of the last
graduating class of Central High
School before the desegregation
of Oxford’s schools in February
1970, Brassel was a young witness to the integration in 1962.
Brassel’s mother was a teacher
in Oxford. On their way to Central
High School they were stopped
by the National Guard at Roadside Park, now the Chamber of
Commerce. Due to the riots at the
university, they had to sit there
all day until they could go home.

“(My mother) decided that
day, that after James Meredith
entered the University of Mississippi, that this was where I
was going to school,” Brassel
said. “I wanted to go to Tougaloo College, but my mother decided James Meredith had gone
through all of this and I was going
to the University of Mississippi.”

African American
women

But before Brassel entered
the University of Mississippi,
there were other African American women who paved the way.
People like Joyce Watson,
Laura Croft Jordan, Eunice Burt,
Alice Hillard Buford, Nola McKee Leggett and Verna Bailey, who
graduated in 1968, are cited as
PHOTO COURTESY: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
the first African American women
to graduate from the university. Reuben Anderson in 1977.
As to her personal experience, Brassel echoed Cole on
some things, but also noted the
unique experiences as an African
Integration at the sheriff. The next day, McDowell
American woman on campus.
was expelled from the university.
law school
“Being a woman and African
American may have given us, I
Reuben Anderson
hate to call it, a double dose of
The University of Misnot being accepted,” Brassel said. sissippi School of Law also
Brassel talked about figuring has its own important hisThe first African American
out how to join Greek life since tory in terms of integration. student to graduate from the law
there were no sororities on campus
After the university fought school, although he was not there
that would allow African Ameri- his admission, Cleve McDow- to give advice to the students of Cole
cans to join them until the incor- ell filed a lawsuit and entered and Brassel’s time, was Reuben
poration of the Theta Psi Chapter in June 1963. According to the Anderson. He graduated in 1967.
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, story told in Frank Lambert’s arAnderson, who went on to
Incorporated on May 12, 1974. ticle “The Black Student’s Who become the first African Ameri“A group of us got together, Followed in the Footsteps of can justice on the Mississippi Suand we decided that we’ll just go James Meredith at Ole Miss,” preme Court, entered law school
and see what the procedure is for McDowell roomed with James with the hope of becoming a civil
joining one that’s already here,” Meredith and had a relatively rights lawyer, following in the footBrassel said. “We asked them that smooth summer experience, but steps of his mentor, Jack Young.
procedure, and so the answer was fall of 1963 told a different story.
Young, whose house Anderwe would just love to have you
McDowell bought a car from son said he grew up in, was one
all, but our charter says that you Meredith, whose vehicle was of the few lawyers in Mississippi
have to be of European descent.” well known to segregationists. willing to take on civil rights cases.
Brassel had the opportu- People threw things at the car
Anderson was advised by
nity to join the Lambda Sigma and occasionally forced McDow- Young to attend UM’s law school
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta ell off the road, Lambert said. because of the diploma priviSorority, Incorporated after she
After McDowell was denied lege that it offered, meaning you
graduated, but didn’t take it at protection by the university, didn’t have to take the bar after
the time and cited it as some- McDowell purchased a gun to graduation. Anderson described
thing she wished she had done. keep in his car for protection. African Americans taking the bar
Brassel talked about her chalKnowing the possession of a as an iffy situation in the 1960s.
lenges, but she also said that gun was prohibited on campus,
“It was totally a discretion of
she does not regret going to UM and fearing police might find it the bar commission as to who
and that the good experiences if he left the car in a no-parking they would admit,” Anderson
outweigh the bitter ones. Bras- zone, McDowell tucked the gun said. “They would admit as few
sel talked in depth about some in his pocket one day. On his Black lawyers as they could.”
of the staff members at UM way to class, the gun clattered
Initially, Anderson was rejectthat improved her experience. out of his pocket, and two law ed from the law school due to a
“I met many wonderful peo- students who saw the gun re- recommendation requirement.
ple at the University of Mississip- ported it to the Lafayette County
“My application needed five
pi. One of my greatest influences
at the university was Dr. Gloria
Kellum. She was over speech pathology,” Brassel said. “As a high
schooler and during my formative
years in school, I had a severe stutter. I was doing speech therapy
at the university because at CenPWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated
tral High School we didn’t have
solar + battery storage system, stores
solar energy that can power your whole
a speech therapist. This lady was
home during utility power outages and
a great influence in my life, and I
save you money on your electric bill.
still keep in touch with her today.”
She also noted that Jeanette
Jennings, the first African AmerREQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
ican faculty member, was a great
influence on her as well as the Rev.
Wayne Johnson, who founded the
Oxford Development Association.
Cole, when asked to recall AfA $300 SPECIAL
rican American leaders on camOFFER!*
pus at the time, also mentioned
Johnson and noted the presence
(844) 355-7099
of older African American law
students who helped in the forma$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**
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Power Outages
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tion of the Black Student Union.
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continued the fight for an open society

graduates of the law school to sign
for me, and I couldn’t make that,
so I was rejected,” Anderson said.
“The following year the law school
changed that ahead of the new
dean Josh Morse. He reached out
to me and asked if I still wanted
to attend law school. I did, and he
told me that if I decided to come,
he would give me a scholarship.”
Talking
about
his
experience in Oxford, Anderson reflected on hardships.
“Oxford was totally and
completely segregated, so if we
went anywhere, all of us went
together, and all of us were harassed together,” Anderson said.
“Those two years I spent in Oxford were two years I tried to put
out of my life, trying to remember as little about it as I could.”
Despite those hardships,
Anderson also expressed appreciation for the university that is rooted in his unique
perspective
on
Mississippi.
“Had it not been for Ole Miss,
I would not be a lawyer,” Anderson said. “I grew up in Misl sissippi in the ‘40s and ‘50s.
. Mississippi was different then.
Everything in Mississippi was
segregated. I’ve seen Mississippi make enormous changes. If I
had to give students anywhere
advice, I would just say please
n
stay in Mississippi, we need you.”
w
Anderson,
Cole,
Robine
son and Brassel all gave their
e
unique perspectives on the unin
versity in their closing remarks.
.
Cole, when asked why he reo

turned to the University of Mississippi after so many years, said that
was the golden ticket question.
“I spent my career here at the
University of Mississippi, and I
could have easily spent it elsewhere,” Cole said. “If I had to do
it all again, I’d do the same. I’ve always loved the institution, and I’ve
always fought for its betterment
and will continue to do the same.”
Cole also said that the university has to recognize other people
who were dispelled from the university, such as professors who
were pushed away as a result of
their support for the integration.
“We have to recognize them
and recognize the meaning of
any university or institution,”
Cole said. “We are a great, American, public university now, and
that would’ve never happened
had it not been for brave individuals like James Meredith.”
Robinson, who has spent time
in K-12 education as well as time
at the university as a professor,
noted the importance of educating people about the entirety of
the Civil Rights movement. The
movement looks different in different places across the nation,
Robinson said. It’s not just Martin
Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks.
Pertaining to UM in particular,
Robinson noted that faculty and
administrators such as Shawnboda Mead, vice chancellor for
diversity and community engagement, and EJ Edney, assistant
vice chancellor for diversity and
inclusion, are working to incor-

FILE PHOTO: THE MISSISSIPPIAN

Eighty-nine African Americans were arrested on the Ole Miss campus on Feb. 25, 1970, and held over night in
a Lafayette County Jail. This photo was procured from the Feb. 26, 1970, issue of The Mississippian.
porate holistic education about
the history of integration, filling
the gaps that she mentioned in
the beginning of her interview.
“There’s a huge gap between
James Meredith and everyone else
that contributed to the university being integrated,” Robinson
said. “They are doing a fantastic
job of bringing us all together to
make sure that these things are
showing up across the university
and not just in one single class.”
Brassel, also an educator, said that as a music teach-

er she would make sure that
her students performed with
students of other cultures.
“Teaching in an inner-city
school, which was mostly African American, I made sure that
my students were prepared to
perform with students of other
cultures,” Brassel said. “It was
important to me that they experienced more than performing.”
Brassel made sure to echo
Martin Luther King Jr. with the
statement that she judges people by the content of their char-

acter and not the color of their
skin, and she ended with a note
of reclamation, citing a phrase
that was once used to drive
away African American students
at the time of her attendance.
“At the time, kids were wearing tags on their cars that said,
‘Love Ole Miss or Leave It.’ That
was the response to grievances,” she said. “Now, I see young
African American students who
can say, and I can say it too, that
we just love Ole Miss. I think we
kind of set the stage for that.”
37163
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Dean Ethel Young Scurlock: the first of many
AKILAH FRYE

thedmnews@gmail.com

Nearly 60 years after integration, the University of Mississippi is still acknowledging firsts
and the example set by those
individuals who are the first.
Ethel Young Scurlock is the
first Black woman to become
dean of the Sally McDonnell
Barksdale Honors College. Although she’s starting a new journey by taking on this position,
she has been a part of this community for more than a decade.
After growing up in the Memphis area, Scurlock enrolled
at the University of Tennessee
in Knoxville when she was 17.
“I went to Knoxville for four
years and was in Ohio for six
years. I wanted to come back to the
South and landed in Mississippi. I
was excited because I was closer
to home again,” Scurlock said.
Scurlock’s transition to the
university in 1996 wasn’t difficult, however the transition
from professor to dean this year
wasn’t exactly a walk in the park.
“It’s been a very demanding
transition, and it makes me look
at the honors college in new ways.

I was teaching Honors 101 and
102 off and on for about 16 years,
and you get that view of meeting the students as they come in
as freshman and engaging with
their intellectual journey, following them all the way through
graduation as they’re matriculating throughout the university,”
she said. “But stepping into the
dean’s position makes you have
to have a birds eye view of the
curriculum, think about recruiting, development of fundraising and creating programming
that energizes our students.”
The class of 2026 is the second largest class within the honors college and has the largest
percentage of African American students ever, with 6.68%.
“There are 31 out of 464 students that are African American in the class of 2026 honors
college. I want to see it grow. I
want us to move towards being
more reflective of the nature of
our university,” Scurlock said.
The University of Mississippi student body is 12.7% African
American, according to statistics
from the 2021-2022 school year.
“I’m just trying to work and
labor everyday. I’m honored, and

I’m very grateful. I think about
my early years in the honors college, being the only Black person
in classrooms,” Scurlock said,
reflecting on being an example
for students of color. “The first
time I came back to honors and
taught my first 101 class, I was the
only black person in the room,
and I had forgotten what that
felt like. I went to the University
of Tennessee, Knoxville which
was only 6% African American.”
Scurlock paraphrased a quote
from author Brené Brown: “Belonging does not mean that you
can go somewhere and fit in, that
real belonging is that you feel free
to show up as your full self and
that you’re not made invisible.”
Creating a space for students
of color in the honors college to
feel comfortable was and still
is very important to Scurlock.
“I want students from all
backgrounds to feel a sense of
belonging when they come to the
honors college,” Scurlock said.
“I want them to feel comfortable
showing up as their true selves.
To now say we have a more diverse student body and curriculum, it’s really meaningful.”
Setting this stamp in his-
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Honors college Dean Ethel Young Scurlock.
tory
has
filled
Scurlock
with
immense
gratitude.
“I think it’s so important that
we acknowledge those who’ve
gone before us,” Scurlock said. “I

am so thankful for those female
and African-American professors
that came and set the path before
me. I’m not here because of who I
am, but because of who they are.”

Black freshmen students contextualize 1962 riots
JORDAN ISBELL

thedmnews@gmail.com

As members of the class of
2026 start their academic careers at the University of Mississippi — 60 years after James
Meredith became the first African American to enroll at the
school — four freshmen reflect
on Meredith’s courage, the history of the institution and how
they see themselves fitting into
the civil rights icon’s legacy.
Keith Thomas, freshman
allied health studies major, believes the anniversary being celebrated with many events on
campus reminds people of society embracing racial differences.
“At first, Black people were
not accepted into the university,” Thomas said. “But now they
are, which shows how the world
is changing and allowing people of more color into society.”
Edward Hunter, a freshman political science major,
added that Meredith’s story

helped him decide to attend
the University of Mississippi.
“Back in high school, we
learned about James Meredith
and all of his doings,” Hunter said. “It made me want to
come to Ole Miss and learn
more about the history of it.”
Meredith’s courage to enroll
at Ole Miss was met with critical scrutiny and violent backlash
from a mob of angry white segregationists. The Ole Miss riot of
1962 lasted two days, resulting in
injuries of hundreds of people and
the deaths of local Ray Gunter and
French reporter Paul Guihard.
Carolena Graham, a freshman civil engineering major,
shared her initial reaction when
she first learned about the riots.
“I didn’t know about the
challenges (James Meredith)
faced,” Graham said. “It wasn’t
until recently when I visited
the University Museum where
I saw actual pictures of the riots and read about his story.
It made me feel kind of sick.”
Despite
the
unrelenting

oppression
Meredith
dealt
with, his bravery inspired
future generations and allowed diversity to flourish
in the Ole Miss community.
“I see a lot of Black students
as well as students from international countries,” Edward Hunter said. “And I think Meredith’s
integration helped with letting
other students attend the school.”
Mackenzie Knighten, a freshman public policy leadership
major, talked about the significance of seeing African American peers attend school with her.
“It’s an inspirational thing to
see other Black students close to
my age range accomplish things
on campus, do big internships and
do well in their classes,” Knighten
said. “It’s also a good networking strategy to know there are
successful and intellectual Black
leaders you’re growing up with.”
Students of today aim to carry
the history of Meredith. Through
documentaries, receptions and
even an appearance and speech
from the trailblazer, the Univer-

JORDAN ISBELL / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Freshmen Edward Hunter, Tayla Smith, Jamal Brown and Charla
Simpson (left to right) discuss their experiences as black students next
to the statue of James Meredith.

sity of Mississippi continues to
remind students and peers of his

legacy and why he must remain
an icon for others to admire.
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University Museum unveils “The Fall of 1962”

WILL JONES

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

“Most people here seem to
overlook the thing that caused
the presence of the soldiers
and the marshals. This thing
was the breakdown of law and
order,” James Meredith, the
first African American student
admitted to the University of
Mississippi said in his 1963
“I Can’t Fight Alone” speech.
“The Fall of 1962” — a collection of artifacts and stories of the Ole Miss riot at the
University Museum — acutely
captures this very moment of
collective breakdown. It was
a moment of disarray and uncertainty, shrouded in an ugly,
yet historically relevant cloud
of racial discrimination as the
university’s integration faced a
final segregationist opposition.
The
exhibit
beautifully honors Meredith and his
year-long battle for admission,
e while spotlighting peripheral,
s yet invaluable points of view
e into this pivotal era in history.
“I think that makes it more
I
” real … when you think about the
families in town and the people
who happened to be around or
participating,” Melanie Antonelli, curator of exhibitions and
collections manager at the University Museum, said. “It really makes you think of yourself
and the accountability of where
you are in the scope of history.”
A collection of photos taken
by Lyman Magee, a biology professor at the university in 1962,
are viewable via tablets stationed around the space, visually guiding one through the tumultuous period and lending an
air of immediacy to the viewer.

A particularly striking image depicts the Rev. Duncan Montgomery Gray Jr.,
the rector at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Oxford, removing the Rebel Flag, with
several students, all of whom
knew Gray personally, verbally abusing him for doing so.
The gallery spotlights these
pivotal moments of tension,
while providing supplemental information on those involved and the viewpoints
they expressed and were often
condemned for expressing.
“You and I didn’t go out there
and throw the bricks and bottles.
You and I didn’t go out there
and fire the guns. Yet you and I,
along with every other Mississippian, are responsible in one
degree or another for what happened,” Gray said in his impassioned sermon on Oct. 7, 1962.
During the treacherous
week, Magee was forced to
move his biology class outdoors, as the science buildings were suffused with tear
gas to prevent the transformation of chemicals and acids
into deadly protest weapons.
Remains of these artifacts, in addition to miscellaneous fragments of police
gear, were preserved by Army
2nd Lt. Henry Gallagher and
remain on display, adding a
tangible, almost eerie quality
to the exhibit’s overall ethos.
Several of these artifacts
were also reworked into a creation of Magee’s own, utilizing
disparate elements such as broken glass, concrete chunks and
empty smoke grenades to form
“By the Dawn’s Early Light.” The
piece serves as an abstractionism counterpoint to the realism

Key features of “The Fall of 1962” exhibit on display on Sept. 27.

of Magee’s photography, yet
serves just as vital of a purpose,
drawing the viewer inward to the
horrors of the fall ’62 landscape.
Marleah’s Hobbs’s “Burning
Cars,” the centerpiece of the exhibit, achieves a similar effect.
Hobbs, a fine arts graduate student at the University
of Mississippi during the riots,
composed the painting as a
contemporaneous response to
the events. The toll of the riots
directly affected Hobbs, as her
husband, Edward Henry Hobbs,
a political science professor, was
the victim of numerous threats
for his advocacy for integration.
This emotion is deeply felt
through the work, a sprawl-

ing and ambitious abstract
representation of the cars
burnt by mob violence on
the night of Sept. 30, 1962.
The viscerality expressed
through Hobbs’ painting ripples
throughout the course of history,
with the 60th anniversary of integration highlighting the open
wound that the fateful 1962 fall
season still manages to generate.
Nevertheless, these conversations, while often uncomfortable, remain necessary, with the
museum offering its own conversation piece, where viewers are
able to leave their own impressions, however varied their emotions toward the works may be.
“It opens ourselves up to

ASHLYNN PAYNE / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

criticism, to dialogue and as
a way to engage with younger
generations,”
Antonelli
said. “We’ve had people from
out-of-state, or people who
are just generally not familiar
with the riots, have especially
strong reactions to the exhibit.”
The University Museum
hopes to expand this conversation throughout the yearlong exhibit, as it looks to
add further interview components and video content to
the already extensive display.
“The Fall of 1962” is on
view at the University Museum. Additional information on
the exhibit can be found on the
University Museum website.

Photos capture the legacy of James Meredith
at Bozarts Gallery
CAROLINE MCCUTCHEN
thedmfeatures@gmail.com

In commemoration of 60
years since James Meredith became the first African American
to attend the University of Mississippi, Bozarts Gallery debuted
Suzi Altman’s photography col-

lection titled “I’m Still Here:
Documenting James Meredith”
on Sept. 17 in Water Valley, Miss.
Featuring a vivid mosaic of
60 photos and portraits, “I’m
Still Here: Documenting James
Meredith” reflects an array of
Altman’s work that chronicles
different aspects of Meredith’s
life in the midst of his continu-
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ous role as a civil rights activist. ty to promise to give $100 to the
For nearly 15 years, Bozarts Meredith building fund for a hisGallery has showcased re- torical museum and a mission
gional, local and national art- headquarters,” Meredith said.
ists. This was the first event “The purpose of the museum is
back in full force following to document this progress from
the pandemic as part of the the worst day to the best day
art crawl in Water Valley. that has happened since 1960.”
Annette Trefzer, owner of
As he advocated for civil reBozarts Gallery, hosted a lively forms and institutions to docureception where guests perused ment the progress of his mission,
the exhibitions, followed by a Meredith noted the persistent
conversation with Meredith. state of racial inequality by citing
“Thank
you
for
be- the lack of medical care presing here because this could ent for racial minorities and the
be the most important day recent water crisis in Jackson.
of the rest of my life, and I
“He’s still here. We all
mean that,” Meredith said. have work to do, and let’s do
Meredith has accomplished it in honor of him,” photoPASS
much throughout his 89 years journalist Suzi Altman said.
3.792Over
x 4the course of two
and his passion for activism
persists. He proclaimed to the decades, Altman has intentcrowd that he promised God ly followed and documentthat as long as he remained ed Meredith’s life mission to
alive he was going to accom- continue championing civil
plish building a James Mer- rights within a diverse coledith Museum and a James lection of moments in time.
Meredith Bible society mission
“The first picture I ever
headquarters in Jackson, Miss. took of James Meredith was
“What I have decided to do for the 40th anniversary of detoday as a kickoff to the cele- segregation of Ole Miss for
bration that begins next week The New York Times in Sepis everywhere, every county I go tember 2002,” Altman said.
to — and this is the first — I’m
Mary Lapides, a close
looking for not one person but friend of Altman who helped
every 100 people in that coun- make the event possible, dis-

cussed the variety of content present at the gallery.
“Each vignette of photographs
really tells a story about some aspect of the past,” Lapides said.
Aside from her photography, Altman continues to carry on the mission of Meredith
through the New-Miss brand, as
all proceeds from the company
go to Meredith and his estate.
“Ole Miss has been publicizing now for three months that
they are going to celebrate 60
years of integration,” Meredith
said, wearing his “New Miss,
I’m Still Here” hat. “Now they
say they love it, but for 50 years
they said it never occurred.”
Meredith summed up his mission with some closing remarks.
“I want to start that change,”
Meredith said. “The mission
is to raise the moral character of Mississippi as an example for the world, and I
think if Mississippi does it, the
whole world will follow us.”
Trefzer welcomes students
to visit Bozarts Gallery and experience the documentation
of Meredith’s legacy. The photography exhibition will be on
display through Oct. 8. The gallery is open Thursday, Friday
and Saturday by appointment.
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A look back at Ole Miss’ notable Black athletes

PHOTO COURTESY: THE OLE MISS YEARBOOK

Eugenia Conner.

CAMERON LARKIN

thedmsports@gmail.com

As the University of Mississippi celebrates the 60th anniversary
of integration, it is only fitting to
look back at some of the greatest
African American athletes to attend Ole Miss. These athletes contributed a lot to the university as
students and accomplished great
things in their careers after college.
This would not be a proper
retrospective without mentioning the name Patrick Willis. The
star linebacker left a permanent
mark on the Rebel football program while also putting together an NFL career he and the

university hold in high regard.
As a Rebel, Willis was a twotime All-American and FirstTeam All-SEC, SEC Defensive
Player of the Year in 2006 and the
Butkus Award winner for the best
linebacker in all of football in that
same year. In 2015, the University
of Mississippi inducted Willis into
the M-Club Hall of Fame, and in
2019, he became a member of the
College Football Hall of Fame.
Willis will forever be an Ole
Miss Rebel, and the university’s
fans are grateful for his immense
impact on the football program.
Next up is the late and great
Eugenia Conner. Conner attended the university from 1981-1985
and played basketball for head
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Patrick Willis.

Ben Williams.

coach Van Chancellor. Before
she became an Ole Miss Rebel, it is essential to note that
she went 155-9 in her four-year
Harrison Central High School
career while leading her team
to four straight state championships. Conner was a winner
as early as high school, and she
brought that mentality to Oxford.
As a Lady Rebel, Conner
was the starting forward on an
Ole Miss team that made the
NCAA Tournament four years
in a row. In fact, the Lady Rebels
made it as far as the Elite Eight
before falling to Western Kentucky 72-68 in her senior year.
Aside from team stats, Conner
is one of two athletes from Ole

Miss who can boast four All-SEC
First Team nominations. She was
the definition of a high-impact
player and her presence on the
court and on the team propelled
the Rebels to greatness. Because
of her grandeur, she is a member of the Mississippi Sports
Hall of Fame and her memory lives with Rebel fans daily.
It is only right to highlight
the first African American athlete to sign a football scholarship
with the Rebels: Ben Williams.
A Mississippi native, Williams
chose to make history by signing
with Ole Miss, but that is not the
only history he made as a Rebel.
Williams became the first African American Ole Miss football

player to receive All-American
honors in 1975. Additionally, Williams accumulated three First
Team All-SEC selections, and most
notably, Williams was a member
of “The Team of the Century.”
In acknowledgement of the
trail Williams blazed for Black
athletes at Ole Miss, the university is retiring his jersey No. 74.
As a university, Ole Miss
continues to make great leaps
in diversity and inclusion, and
the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s integration is an
excellent opportunity to shed
light on the many fantastic African American athletes that
have competed for the Rebels.

Ole Miss football players talk about
racism in the South
IAN SPARKS

thedmsports@gmail.com

This year, as we celebrate 60
years since he first stepped foot
on campus, two of the more dynamic defensive players on Ole
Miss’ football team this season
took some time to talk about
racism and remember the impact that Meredith had on
the University of Mississippi.
Safety AJ Finley and defensive tackle KD Hill, natives of Alabama, talk about their perceptions
of racism growing up in the South.
“We’re thankful for his bravery and his courage to be able
to do that by himself,” Hill said

about Meredith. “If it weren’t
for him, we wouldn’t be here.”
Hill went on to talk about
how Meredith’s story gives African Americans hope to “do
amazing things in life, and that
if he can do it, we can do it too.”
Hill couldn’t be more spot
on. In the years following Meredith’s admittance into Ole
Miss, many barriers were broken in short succession, such as
the first Black women to graduate from Ole Miss in 1968.
“Just remembering what
happened. I feel like that’s important for people to do, remembering that what he had to go
through wasn’t easy,” Finley said.
Finley would go on to ex-

press the importance of the university honoring Meredith by
holding several events diving
into the history of the occasion.
“I think not forgetting what
happened and what he had to
go through and to see the school
acknowledge what happened
really means a lot,” Finley said.
With both Hill and Finley
being from Alabama, they are
very much aware of the tainted past of the South, and even
though neither have been victims of racism, they both acknowledge that it is still an issue.
“I really didn’t look too much
into that because it’s going to be
everywhere you go and not in
just one particular spot,” Finley

said. “For me, knowing who you
are as a person and how to handle
stuff like that is the biggest thing.”
Hill
also
shared
his
thoughts
on
the
topic.
“I didn’t even think about any
racism or anything. I was raised
in the South but personally I never witnessed it. All I know is that
we are all God’s children and we
have to love each other,” he said.
Sentiments like this are crucial
to understanding the weight this

celebration carries. Sixty years
ago, there wasn’t much love going around on the campus of Ole
Miss. But for Meredith to be able
to persevere and conquer the endless hate that was thrown at him
sends a message that rang and has
continued to ring throughout this
school. While the past will never
be able to be undone, it is crucial to
acknowledge those scars in order
to have a better present and future.
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The perfect season: Team transcends social turmoil

AIDAN GALLARDO

thedmsports@gmail.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: In this
story, Sports Editor Aidan Gallardo goes in depth about what
the 1962 Ole Miss football team
endured during an unforgettable
season. Some information and all
of the quotes come from ESPN’s
“30 for 30: Ghosts of Ole Miss.”
Football has been the
heart and soul of the University of Mississippi for more than
115 years and through all that
time, one season and its players stand out from the rest: the
1962 Ole Miss football team.
That year, the Rebels went
undefeated but were greatly overshadowed by a watershed moment
in the civil rights movement that
took place on their very campus.
In its prime, Ole Miss was
better than any other team in the
nation. The players and coaches
expected to win every game. Over
the span of 10 years prior to their
undefeated season, the Rebels
averaged just 1.5 losses per year.
During the five years before
the perfect season, Ole Miss had
a bowl appearance each year and
won three SEC Championships.
But what’s the reason behind
the success for all those years?
You can turn to none other than
head coach Johnny Vaught.
Vaught served as Ole Miss’
head coach for 24 years (19471970, 1973), with an overall record
of 190-61-12. He was a six-time
SEC coach of the year and in 1982,
Ole Miss added his name to Hemingway Stadium, where it remains
to this day (Vaught-Hemingway Stadium). The Hall of Fame
coach will forever be remembered
at the University of Mississippi.
As Coach Vaught and his
Rebels embarked on their historic 1962 football season, the
university itself was in the international spotlight for events on
campus sparked by integration.
On Oct. 1, 1962, James Meredith enrolled at the University
of Mississippi as its first African American student. Protests,
acts of violence and a riot ensued on campus, and the local
society was in a state of disarray.
The football team had already
kicked off its season with games
in Memphis and Jackson, and

during the week of Meredith’s enrollment, Ole Miss had a Saturday,
Oct. 6, contest scheduled against
Houston. It also happened to be
the homecoming game, set to take
place at Hemingway Stadium.
To make sure his players
were safe during the violent
night of Meredith’s enrollment,
Vaught didn’t want anyone to
leave their dormitory rooms.
Third-string
quarterback
Bobby Boyd and running back
George M. “Buck” Randall wanted to see the protests that were
concentrated around the Lyceum.
“I got in my bed, and I can hear
the noise going on over there,” Boyd
said. “And I thought ‘What in the
world are they doing?’ I got to see
what’s going on. So I just reached
over there, and I raised the window and slipped out the window.”
Some politicians demanded the school shut down, but
the football team’s success was
the formidable barrier that prevented that from happening.
After tense negotiations involving university, state and
federal officials, the game was
rescheduled for Mississippi Memorial Stadium in Jackson.
There was a strange ambience on the day of the game
against Houston, and Vaught
knew that. So he got his players together in the locker room
and told them to be unified.
“He would tell us, ‘We’ve got
to stay together. We’ve got to win.
We’ve got to show the world that
we’re not all bad,’” starting quarterback Glynn Griffing said about
Vaught’s speech before the game.
Ole Miss ended up blowing
out
Houston
40-7
and got off to a 3-0 start.
But despite winning against
Tulane and Vanderbilt the following weeks by a combined score of
56-0, the Rebels dropped from No.
5 to No. 6 in the rankings. Many
fans of Ole Miss questioned if the
drop in the poll was a response to
the riots on campus. Looking back
on it, there’s no doubt that was the
reasoning behind some poll voters.
Eventually,
the
Rebels
would no longer have blowout wins. Their games towards
the end of the season were a
little bit too close for comfort.
With just a seven point lead
towards the later stages of the
game against Tennessee, the Reb-

SUDOKU

els needed a stop on defense. The
Volunteers were in the red zone
and were about to take the lead
against Ole Miss when all of a
sudden defensive back Louis Guy
caught an interception in the end
zone and took it all the way to the
other side of the field for a 103yard pick-six to seal the victory.
The following week, Ole Miss
faced in-state rival Mississippi
State and the Rebels’ backup quarterback, Jim Weatherly, was the
hero of the game as he botched a
handoff to the running back and
ended up keeping the ball himself. The funny thing is, that play
should’ve been blown up immediately, but somehow, Weatherly
was all alone on the right side of
the field running into the endzone
to win the game 13-6. After that
wild finish, the Rebels were 9-0,
one game away from perfection.
“Our trainer came running
out on the field, and I was laughing,” Weatherly said right after he
PHOTO COURTESY: THE OLE MISS YEARBOOK
scored the game-winning touchCoach John Vaught.
down. “‘Doc, I missed the handoff.’
And he said, ‘Don’t tell anybody.’”
Ole Miss was crowned SEC severance. At the end of the ball team achieved the imchampion and ranked No. 3 day, the 1962 Ole Miss foot- possible: a perfect season.
with a trip to the Sugar Bowl.
“Everyone wanted to be No.
1, and we felt like we deserved
to be,” Griffing said. “But when
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Why College?
JUSTICE ROSE

thedmopinion@gmail.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: Why college
is a monthly column that explores
the layered decision of pursuing
higher education. It explains the
dynamics that divide the conversation in many communities. In
this installment, Opinion Editor
Justice Rose interviews senior
marketing major Palace Roby.
Fundamentally, there may be
something wrong with how we
progress through school. Thirteen consecutive years dedicated
to foundational education. Years
concurrent with essential human
development. The brain develops exponentially, we multiply
in physical size and gain social
intelligence (in large part thanks
to a school setting). Despite this
undeniable maturation, we are
still taught the same way. We
come into the classroom, sit at
our desks, be quiet and wait to be
taught. The same eight hours are
allotted daily for learning from the
ages 5 to 18. In what world should
a five-year-old and 18-year-old
be under the same structure?
Education at a young age
is especially vital, don’t get me
wrong. When we are young children we learn faster than ever.
Our curiosity is peaking at that
age. Elementary school quality
can make or break a child’s educational track. In my own experience, I always loved school. Even
after I hit that inevitable wall.
The
wall?
The wall is an intersection between school and development.
A new consciousness, perhaps.
An age where we better under-

stand the idea and purpose of
school, and in some cases become uninterested in its efforts.
Plainly said, kids become
tired of school. Off my purely anecdotal assumptions, this occurs
around ages 13-14 and grades
7-8. Right before we enter high
school, the homestretch. The
part of K-12 where we make it
all count. See something wrong?
Of
course,
things
are
like
this
for
a
reason.
Public schools are tax-funded and federally regulated, so
it’s costly to implement creative
changes in the way we teach. That
controversial structure in place
lessens the role of the teacher from
enforcer and educator to mainly
educator. Teachers have it hard
enough day to day. It’s a taxing job
on the mind, and it has gone unappreciated for decades. In more
recent years, society has done a
better job of praising our educators. It’s still not enough, though.
Teachers mold us as we become accustomed to a system of
learning. A good teacher can make
us fall in love with learning. Good
teachers will mask institutionalism, which becomes debatable
whether or not it’s a good thing,
but it is undeniably helpful in
keeping us focused at a young age.
All of this to say it’s understandable how kids become
burned out with school at a
young age. To some high school
graduates, expecting college attendance from some high school
graduates can seem unreasonable; it makes sense. Depending on pursuits and resources,
those 13 consecutive years in
school can turn into 20-plus.
It’d be misleading to present

all of these reasons as chief deterrents from higher education.
Without a doubt, environment
plays the lead role in determining
whether a student wants to attend
college. Environment includes,
but is not limited to, friends, culture, parents’ opinion and education, attitude, financial status, race
and socioeconomic dynamics.
Enter: Palace Roby
Palace Roby is a senior marketing major from Middleton,
Miss. In our conversation, I
looked to understand why she
chose college and what she has
gained from the degree pursuit.
Neddleton is your everyday
small-town Mississippi city. Not
much going on, close in proximity to Tupelo, a few restaurants,
no establishments too large. It
is the type of town where people
finish school and stick around.
I graduated ranked 10 in a class
of 100 to give some insight. It’s a
majority white city and that was
reflected in our student body.
Even then, my class had the most
Black graduates in a long time.
Out of that class of 100, about
half of us pursued a degree and
only about four or five of us were at
a four-year university. It’s a financial thing. Going to school is ridiculously expensive, and the main
reason I was able to attend a fouryear was because of scholarships.
I get that a university is still
a business, but I’m not sure
that justifies the absurd asking
price. There is something exploitative about the cost of attendance. The cost alienates many
people, minorities especially.
College just isn’t affordable.
I knew I wanted to come to
Ole Miss since middle school. Ole

Miss was the big school, the one
everybody knew about. It was
the college experience: new faces,
new opportunities. I would come
here for camps over the summer,
anything I could get my hands on,
really. I would find any reason to
come to visit my future home.
I think my eagerness to get
here was a little different from
others. I wasn’t chasing the freedom you hear talked about a lot.
I always kind of did my own thing
back at home. Not to say my mom
didn’t care, but I was responsible.
The experience I sought was one
of growth and trying new things.
I chose to be a marketing major because it’s something I could
see myself enjoying. I mean, we
market ourselves every day using social media. I thought marketing was something I could
learn about and capitalize upon.
In my four years here, I got
the experience I wanted. There
are so many invaluable things
that come with attending a university. I found my friends for
life. These are friends that I became myself with. We watched
each other grow up from naive
teenagers to educated young ladies. With graduation around the
corner, it makes me excited to see
where we are going to end up in
life. Even though there are uncertainties with this new chapter in
life, it’s something I look forward
to. I joined Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. during spring 2021.
The organization helped me find a
commitment to service, network,
lead, build character and celebrate
my sisterhood. It has been a blessing. I’m glad I had the last normal
freshman year pre-covid, and
getting sent home was difficult.

The educated status is something
I don’t take for granted, either.
The decision to come to college
is layered, and I think it depends
a lot on what you know and what
you come from. In my personal
experience, my mom graduated
from college. My dad didn’t attend college, but he has been in
the military his entire life. I never
thought about taking a different
route. A gap year was never an
option, you know? The faculty and
staff members in your school district are players on the board, too.
I had compiled all these
stats and achievements in high
school. It was only right to make
it count towards something.
That’s where a divide really
shows, though. The effort and
work I put in was the difference
between me being drowned in
debt and coming here on full
scholarship funding. High school
students just aren’t focused to
that extent. Even though I had
my own plan and dreams, it was
asking a lot of me at the time to
go and find my own scholarships.
That’s the difference recruitment
can make. That’s what they should
focus on. I don’t think the letters
and packets, things of that nature
really intrigued me. I didn’t apply
to many schools anyway. I knew
I wanted to come to Ole Miss.
I just had to figure out financing it. Through word of mouth
and counselor advising, I found
one of my biggest scholarships.
Mentorship roles could move
the needle on college attendance
among any group. A big sister
or big brother role that keeps
you grounded and shows you
what is possible in your own life.
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When it is decided that The Daily
Mississippian will take an editorial stance on
an issue, the following positions will make
decisions as the Editorial Board: editor-inchief, managing editor, copy chief, sports
editor and opinion editor.
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@thedailymississippian
THE DM NEWS TWITTER
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LOCATED
SQUARE
on the

916 E JACKSON AVE OXFORD, MS 38655
(662) 638-3580

24/7 Access | 10+ workouts
RESULTS & BENEFITS
Muscle Recovery
Reduces Cellulite
Stress Reduction
Pain Relief
Increased Calorie Burn
Detoxification
Lower Blood Pressure
Anti-Aging & Skin Rejuvenation
Improved Circulation
Weight Loss

SCAN CODE FOR FREE WORKOUT
37146
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The Mission
Continues

JAMES MEREDITH (BA 63)

OCT. 1, 1962 — OCT. 1, 2022

With his admission to the University of
Mississippi, James Meredith demonstrated
courage while succeeding against every
obstacle. His perseverance opened the
doors to knowledge, exemplifying how
even one individual can create
opportunity for future generations.

60years.olemiss.edu
SCAN FOR EVENTS
AND MORE

37161

